	QCA Unit


	3c (Introduction to Databases)

	Year Group


	3
	Number in class
	

	Time for lesson


	1hr.
	No. of computers
	

	Preparation

	2Investigate Minibeast file, Printouts of Minib.ppf (Used in lesson 1)


	Resources

	2Investigate, as above



	Learning objectives

	· To be able make a bar chart from the database information. 
To be able to read and compare information on a bar chart. 

	Technical Vocabulary

	Database
Record
Field
Bar chart


	Assessment

	· Can the children make the bar chart? 

Can the children interpret the bar chart and say what the chart is saying?

	Introduction ( 10 mins)

	Setting the Scene: 

Using the pile of records that have been printed out from Minib.ppf ask the children how else we could show the information that is in the database. Hopefully they will offer the suggestion of graphs and charts.

	Main activity 
Give each child one of the printed record cards and tell them that they are going to represent that animal. Tell them that they are going to sort themselves into a bar chart and they will have to line up in columns of a bar chart. (You might need more space to do this!) 

Ask them to line up in columns by how many wings they have got. Columns of 0 - 2 - 4 - 6 - 8 etc… Discuss that they have made a bar chart and that by looking at it they can work out how many insects have the different number of wings. Do this again with body size (0-5mm 6-10mm 11-15mm etc…) and number of legs (0 - 2 - 4 - 6 - 8 - 10+). 

Once you have done these and the children have seen how putting the insects into groups can make a bar chart, show them how they can do this on 2Investigate. Make sure that they only use a bar chart and make a point of saying that you are not using the others but you can discuss and see what they can make. Discuss what the bar chart shows and show the children how to write on the bar chart the information it tells us. 

Extension activities 

Children who can easily make the bar charts, could make bar charts where they choose their second question field. 

	Plenary ( 10 mins)

	Print out the bar charts and discuss the information they show.

	Homework

	None


